[Guidelines for the management of stroke--2007 prevention of ischemic stroke--general approach and medical treatment].
Stroke is a major cause of morbidity and mortality in Israel, the third most common cause of death and the main cause for neurological disability among adults. During the last decade several significant breakthroughs have occurred in the management of stroke and consequently several new guidelines and consensus statements from Europe and North America have been published. The new data necessitate a reappraisal of our approach to the management of stroke as well as to its primary prevention. The present guidelines focus on primary and secondary stroke prevention by medical means and provide detailed, updated, clinical guidelines for most specific risk factors and conditions, ways to investigate the underlying stroke mechanism and its preferred medical treatment. Invasive (surgical, stent insertion, correction of cardiac anomalies etc.) will be dealt with separately.